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Deliberative democracy 

•  Public argumentation, not just the voting process 
•  Democratic = inclusive, equal, consequential 
•  At every stage (but not necessarily every venue) 

•  eg agendas – what should we be talking about?  

•  In public = the test of a bad idea! 
•  test acceptability to those subject to it 
•  values, trade-offs, experiences, preferences… 

•  Citizen-centred, communicative democracy 
•  Experts, representative serve citizens, not other way around 



The age of experimentation 

•  Deliberative democracy as a normative "recipe" 
•  Creating and finding 

•  Towards institutionalisation? 



Citizen-centred? 

•  Educate the public 
•  "If they knew what we know, they wouldn't …" 

•  Quarantine the public 
•  an irrational contagion 

•  Sidetrack the public 
•  "wallpaper democracy" 

•  "Playing the user card" 
•  a weapon in a game of resource control 

•  Losing sight of democracy in all the deliberation? 



Deliberative Systems 

•  A response to the "micro" focus 
•  Can't have all the desiderata in one institution;  
•  but in linked institutions? 
•  Different sites performing different roles 
•  Car analogy 

•  And an older understanding 
•  A descriptive theory of how democratic societies work 



Competing metaphors 

•  Soup, society, system 
•  Network, flow chart 

•  Whatever, two requirements: 
•  Focused on decisions / consequential 
•  Driven by citizens / those affected 

•  Focusing the public sphere, not replacing it 
•  Not just another exercise in depoliticisation 



How do we get one? 



We've already got one! 



We've already got one! (sort of) 

•  The Scottish National 
Conversation 
•  Constitutional moment, but debate 

focused on welfare, NHS… 
•  Grassroots campaigning persists – 

WFI --> IFW 
•  Harness that!  



Key reforms 

•  Parliamentary reforms: 
•  committees, public question time, community cabinet 

•  Information/scrutiny reforms:  
•  Media -- state funded, free from advertising  
•  New media –- whistle-blower protections 
•  Public fact checker? Tribune?  Peak bodies?  

•  Education, education, education 
•  Civics?  
•  The testing and weighing of arguments 
•  Philosophy in Schools, for example 



And local participation? 

•  Three dangers:  
1.  Someone else's problem 
2.  overload 
3.  empowering the powerful 

•  Needs resourcing, but then "the shadow of the state" 
•  No strings attached funding? Facilitation? 

•  Not Participatory Budgeting, but National Policy Conferences 
•  Build, maintain a sense of "we" 
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